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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka Akira et al. (JP 2000285203). 

As to claim 1 , Tanaka Akira et al. discloses an image process system 
comprising: an image display member (paper incorporating an IC chip; see abstract, 
pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 0073) on which an image is 
displayed; and an image process apparatus, wherein: the image display member 
includes a data storage unit (IC chip see abstract, pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and 
page 8-9, paragraph 0073) for storing data, and the image process apparatus includes: 
a image read unit (IC reader/writer 50) for reading the displayed image; a data 
input/output unit (IC reader/writer 50) for reading the stored data; and an image process 
unit for synthesizing the read image with the read data (see abstract, see figures 24 and 
34, and pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, pages 13-14, paragraphs 0125-0128, and page 
15, paragraphs 0140-0143). 

As to claim 2, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses an image process apparatus 
comprising: a image read unit (IC reader/writer 50) for reading an image displayed on 
an image display member (paper incorporating an IC chip; see abstract; pages 1-2, 
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paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 0073); a data input/output unit (IC 
reader/writer 50) for reading data stored in a data storage unit (IC chip) included in the 
image display member; and an image process unit for synthesizing the read image with 
the read data (see abstract, see figures 24 and 34, and pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, 
pages 13-14, paragraphs 0125-0128, and page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143). 

As to claim 9, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses an image process method 
comprising: reading data (see abstract; IC reader/writer 50 reads out electronic data 
from the IC part; and see pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 
0073) stored in a data storage unit (IC chip) in an image display member; (image 
display member reads on: the paper incorporating an IC chip; see abstract and pages 1- 
2, paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 0073); reading an image displayed 
on the image display member; and synthesizing the read image with the read data (see 
abstract, see figures 24 and 34, and pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, pages 13-14, 
paragraphs 0125-0128, and page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143). 

As to claim 10, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses writing another data into the data 
storage unit (IC chip) in the image display member (see abstract, IC reader/writer 50 
records converted electronic data in an IC part 3 of paper incorporating the IC chip and 
see pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 0073 and pages 13-14, 
paragraphs 0125-0128, and page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143). 

As to claim 1 1 , Tanaka Akira et al. discloses a computer-readable medium 
encoded with a computer program making a computer perform a process comprising: 
reading data (see abstract; IC reader/writer 50 reads out electronic data from the IC 
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part) stored in a data storage unit (IC chip) in an image display member (image display 
member reads on: the paper incorporating an IC chip; see abstract and see pages 1-2, 
paragraph 0013-0015 and pages 8-9, paragraph 0073); reading an image displayed on 
the image display member (see abstract and see pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and 
pages 8-9, paragraph 0073); and synthesizing the read image with the read data (see 
abstract, see figures 24 and 34, and pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, pages 13-14, 
paragraphs 0125-0128, and page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143). 

As to claim 12, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses wherein the process further 
includes: writing another data into the data storage unit (IC chip) in the image display 
member (see abstract, IC reader/writer 50 records converted electronic data in an IC 
part 3 of paper incorporating the IC chip and see pages 1-2, paragraph 0013-0015 and 
pages 8-9, paragraph 0073). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka Akira et al. (JP 2000285203). 

As to claim 4, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses wherein: the data input/output unit (IC 
reader/writer 50) performs at least one of reading the data stored in the accumulated 
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image display member and writing another data into the accumulated image display 
member. 

Tanaka Akira et al. does not teach an original accumulation unit for accumulating 
the image display member; and a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image 
display member to a position where the displayed image is read. 

The examiner is taking official notice that a copier and/or a copy machine which 
includes an original accumulation unit for accumulating the image display member or 
original paper; and a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display 
member or original paper to a position where the displayed image is read are well 
known in the photo copying and/or copier art and technology. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified Tanaka Akira et al. apparatus to 
include: an original accumulation unit for accumulating the image display member or 
original paper; and a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display 
member or original paper to a position where the displayed image is read. 

It would have been obvious to one person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Tanaka Akira et al. apparatus to include 
an original accumulation unit for accumulating the image display member or original 
paper; and a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display member or 
original paper to a position where the displayed image is read so that multiple original 
papers can be accumulated and transport to the scan area to be read automatically, 
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therefore, relieve the user(s) or operator(s) from having to singularly feed the original 
paper to the apparatus to be read and/or scanned, whereby, in a large job having a 
large number of original papers to be read and/or scanned, the accumulation unit and 
the transport unit can accumulate, transport, deliver and handle the multiple original 
papers, without user(s) intervention. 

As to claim 5, Tanaka Akira et al. as modified discloses wherein when the 
accumulated image display member is a plurality of image display members, the data 
input/output unit (IC reader/writer 50) reads or writes the data stored in a plurality of 
data storage units corresponding to the plurality of image display members. 

As to claim 6, Tanaka Akira et al. as modified discloses further comprising: a 
display unit (printer or output unit 40 see page 3 of 23 paragraphs 0021 and 0022) for 
displaying the read data, wherein: when the image display member is accumulated at 
the original accumulation unit, the data input/output unit reads the stored data. 

As to claims 7-8, Tanaka Akira et al. discloses wherein: the data input/output unit 
(IC reader/writer 50) reads or writes the data stored in the data storage unit (IC chip) in 
the image display member. 

Tanaka Akira et al. does not teach a transport unit for transporting the 
accumulated image display member to a position where the displayed image is read, 
wherein: the data input/output unit reads or writes the data stored in the data storage 
unit in the image display member being transported, and a fix unit for fixing the image 
display member at a position where the displayed image is read, wherein: the data 
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input/output unit reads or writes the data stored in the data storage unit in the fixed 
image display member. 

The examiner is taking official notice that a copier and/or a copy machine which 
includes a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display member or the 
original paper to a position where the displayed image is read, and a fix unit for fixing 
the image display member or the original paper at a position where the displayed image 
is read are well known in the photo copying and/or copier art and technology. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified Tanaka Akira et al. apparatus to 
include: a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display member to a 
position where the displayed image is read, wherein: the data input/output unit reads or 
writes the data stored in the data storage unit in the image display member being 
transported, and a fix unit for fixing the image display member at a position where the 
displayed image is read, wherein: the data input/output unit reads or writes the data 
stored in the data storage unit in the fixed image display member. 

It would have been obvious to one person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Tanaka Akira et al. apparatus to include 
a transport unit for transporting the accumulated image display member to a position 
where the displayed image is read, wherein: the data input/output unit reads or writes 
the data stored in the data storage unit in the image display member being transported, 
and a fix unit for fixing the image display member at a position where the displayed 
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image is read, wherein: the data input/output unit reads or writes the data stored in the 
data storage unit in the fixed image display member, so that multiple original papers or 
image display members can be transported and hold or fixed at the scanning position 
area to be read automatically, therefore, relieving the user and/or operator from having 
to feed or singularly feed the original paper or the image display member to the 
apparatus to be read or scanned, whereby, in a large job having a large number of 
original papers to be read or scanned, the transport unit and the fix unit can accumulate, 
transport, deliver and handle the multiple original papers or image display members to 
the position where data can be read or written into the IC chip, without any user 
intervention, and automatically. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 04/01/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to applicant comments regarding providing English translation of the 
Akira reference. Applicant is directed to the IDS submitted on 08/26/2003 by the 
applicant, which cited the Akira reference (JP 2000-285203). It should be noted that the 
cited Akira reference already includes an English translation provided by applicant on 
pages 1 -48 of pages 1 -76. 

With respect to applicant argument that Akira does not disclose or suggest an 
image process unit for synthesizing the read image with the read data, as recited in 
claim 1 and similarly recited in claims 2, 9 and 1 1 . Applicant argument has been fully 
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considered but is not found to be persuasive because Tanaka Akira et al. discloses an 
image process unit for synthesizing the read image with the read data (see the abstract, 
see figures 24 and 34, and pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, pages 13-14, paragraphs 
0125-0128, and page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143). In drawings or figures 24 and 34, it 
is shown that element 4143 synthesizes or combines the outputs from IC chip 3 and 
data 2. See pages 8-9, paragraphs 0073, pages 13-14, paragraphs 0125-0128, and 
page 15, paragraphs 0140-0143. On pages 8-9, paragraph 0073, Akira discloses "The 
information addressees 4143 are those who acquire information from the paper 1 
containing IC chip, they read visually about the information printed by the paper portion 
2, recognize the contents of information, and recognize the contents of information 
through the output of the information output unit 4142 about the information recorded on 
the IC portion 3. "Therefore, Akira discloses an image process unit for synthesizing the 
read image with the read data, as recited in claim 1 and similarly recited in claims 2, 9 
and 11. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dov Popovici whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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